Japan in Diaspora
Diaspora in Japan

“Diaspora” is a concept which is paid more and
more attention to within the current discussion of
cultural and sociological studies. By global migra-
tion, transnational economic cooperation and cul-
tural self-assurance the awareness of cultural differ-
ences has become more noticeable. Within this con-
text the multicultural discourse broaches the issue
of cultural diversity and the cohabitation in a mod-
ern society. Because of this the concept of
“Diaspora” becomes more important. The pejorative
connotation of former times is eclipsed by new posi-
tive aspects of the idea. In the new discussion, Di-
aspora means a position between two or more dif-
ferent cultures and is revealed as the new paradig-
matic life situations in times of globalization.

The planned symposium will follow this notions and
will discuss the role of Japanese living in Diaspora
and the understanding of the importance of the Di-
asporas in Japanese society. Europe, North- and
South America will be specified as an example for
Japanese Diasporas abroad. The aim of the sympo-
sium will be to reflect, compare and bring together
the perspective of Japanese culture in foreign coun-
tries and foreign cultures as part of the Japanese
society. Thereby it is expected to find new aspects
and approaches on Japanese studies, which will be
followed up by the department of east-asian studies
at Heinrich-Heine-University Dusseldorf.

Dusseldorf with its large Japanese community -
ranking among the biggest in Europe - and its
openness for cultural diversity is predestinated as a
location for this event. Dusseldorf has the chance to
become the leader in this difficult discussion about
cultural diversity. The Japanese community of Dus-
seldorf also can emphasize its importance within the
global context.

Japan in Diaspora

Diaspora in Japan

For further information:
http://www.japaspora.uni-duesseldorf.de
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Program

Wednesday the 3rd of October, 2007
Lecture-Room 2B, Building No. 23.21

17:00 Greeting

17:30 Introductory Overview
Shingo Shimada (Dusseldorf)

18:00 Japanese Diaspora -
Culture and Globalization
Harumi Befu (Stanford)

19:00 Reception

We would like to thank the following institutions
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Thursday the 4th of October, 2007
Lecture-Room of University Library, Building No. 24.41

09:30 Transnational Social Space
Ludger Pries (Bochum)
Comment: Annette Schad-Seifert

10:45 The Japanese Miner in Germany
Hiromasa Mori (Tokyo)
Comment: Johanna Spielberg

12:00 The Japanese Korean in Diaspora
Kyungsik Suh (Tokyo/Seoul)
Comment: Ina Hein

13:00 Lunch Break

14:30 The Japanese Community in Paris
Kazuhiko Yatabe (Paris)
Comment: Christian Tagsold

15:45 The Chinese Diaspora in Japan
Min Wang (Tokyo)
Comment: N.N.

17:00 Bilingual Education in Dusseldorf -
Intercultural Marriage and Families
Keiko Okamura (Toky0)
Megumi Shimizu (Dusseldorf)
Comment: Kazuma Matoba

Japan in Diaspora
Diaspora in Japan

Program

Friday the 7th of October, 2007
Lecture-Room of University Library, Building No. 24.41

09:30 Okinawan Diaspora
Makoto Arakaki (Okinawa)
Comment: Celia Spoden

10:45 Diaspora and Sports
Christian Tagsold (Dusseldorf)
Comment: Werner Volk

12:00 Final Remark
Flavia Monceri (Campobasso)

Speakers
PROF. DR. MAKOTO ARAKAKI
Okinawa Kirisutokyo Gakuin Daigaku

PrROF. DR. HARUMI BEFU
Stanford University

PROF. DR. FLAVIA MONCERI
Universita Degli Studi Del Molise Campobasso

PROF. HIROMASA MORI
Tokyo Hosei Daigaku
DR. KEIKO OKAMURA
Dokkyo Daigaku Tokyo
PROF. DR. LUDGER PRIES
Ruhr-University Bochum

PROF. DR. SHINGO SHIMADA
Heinrich-Heine-University-Dusseldorf

MEGUMI SHiMIzu, M.A.
Heinrich-Heine-University-Dusseldorf

PROF. KYUNGSIK SUH

Tokyo Keizai Daigaku

DR. CHRISTIAN TAGSOLD
Heinrich-Heine-University-Dusseldorf

PROF. DR. KAZUHIKO YATABE
Université Denis Diderot Paris
PROF. DR. MIN WANG

Tokyd Hosei Daigaku




