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Abstract: It is common to use frequency information to form judgments of
likelihood, e.g., it’s usually sunny in Tucson, so it will probably be sunny
there tomorrow. The inferences that we make when we form probabilistic
beliefs about singular propositions on the basis of frequency information
are called “direct inferences.” Although we have a rough sense of how
direct inference works, it turns out to be extremely difficult to be precise
about the rules governing these inferences. Indeed, problems quickly
surface when we reflect carefully on everyday examples. In my
dissertation, | propose rules that deal with three central problems that arise
when we use frequency information to form judgments of likelihood.
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